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preserve a biography of each of its members if it chooses so to do. 
The most enlightened states of the world are doing it or have done 
it. The most expensive way to do it is by county histories but that 
way is far better than none. A set of histories covering Indiana 
in 1825 and another in 1850, and another in 1875 would look good 
to a historian of Indiana now. 

Logan Esarey 

The Year Book, Indiana Federation of Clubs for 1913-1914 is 
an excellent resume of the work done by the organization during 
the year. A glance through it shows the wide range of activities 
carried on by the Federation. The State is organized by Congres- 
sional Districts and counties, each division with its appropriate 
officers. Work is done along the general lines of Library Extension, 
Public Health, Legislation, Charities, Household Economies, Civics, 
Conservation, Art, Music, Agricultural Education, History (especial- 
ly of Indiana), Parent Teachers Clubs, Literature, Country Life, 
Education and some others. The annual convention was held at 
Indianapolis, October 21-24 inclusive, 1913. The president is Miss 
Vida Newsom, Columbus, Indiana. The Indiana Magazine of His- 
tory wishes to cooperate with the Federation in all ways possible, 
and especially in the work on Indiana History. 

William K. Boyd, Professor of History in Trinity College, 
North Carolina, has recently published a Syllabus of North Carolina 
History from 1584 to 1876. The author divided his subject into 
ninety-three chapters each of which he outlined and furnished with 
a suitable bibliography. The syllabus makes a pamphlet of 100 
pages. The last chapter is an outline for the study of local history. 
A similar pamphlet would be a valuable addition to the historical 
literature of Indiana. It is worth while to note in this connection 
that North Carolina has recently published thirty-one volumes of 
Colonial and State records. 

Dr. Fredrick Jackson Turner, of Harvard, has prepared a 
List of References on the History of the West for the use of his 
classes. There are 129 pages of titles divided into fifty-two chapters. 
Under each chapter are listed those books treating especially of a 
certain field. Each chapter is divided into a general field and 
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special fields under which the references are appropriately listed. 
On the whole it is a well-selected and comprehensive list. Little 
attempt has been made to value the different books referred to, 
though a star has been used occasionally to designate what the 
author considers the best authority on the subject in question. 

Why Indiana Needs a New Constitution is the title of a bookler. 
issued by the Woman's Franchise League of Indiana. The contents 
of the booklet is an address by Prof. James Albert Woodburn before 
the second annual convention of the league held at Indianapolis, 
May 5, 1913. Prof. Woodburn favors a new constitutional con- 
vention that will give Indiana a new system of taxation, woman 
suffrage, the short ballot, initiative and the referendum. "The 
fundamental law should deal with broad general principles. A 
constitution of a million words dealing with a multitude of prohibi- 
tions and specifics borders upon the absurd in political science," says 
the author. 

The Department of Archeology of the Missouri Historical 
Society has recently issued the first of a series of bulletins. It is 
written by Gerhard Fowke and devoted to a description of the pre- 
historic objects in the Jefferson Memorial at St. Louis. It is an 
indexed pamphlet of fifty pages fully illustrated with fourteen full 
page plates. 

Dr. Solon J. Buck has issued as a separate his article from the 
Proceedings of the Mississippi Historical Association, 1912, on "The 
New England Element in Illinois Politics before 1833." Only a half 
dozen biographies are sketched. The chief interest of the paper is 
the indication it gives of the vast amount of work that must be done 
along that line before any valid generalizations can be drawn con- 
cerning the work or influence of the settlers from the various sec- 
tions of the country from which the pioneers emigrated. 

The Indiana University Alumni Quarterly made its first ap- 
pearance January, 1914. It is a quarterly of 124 pages standard 
magazine size, published by the Alumni Association of Indiana Uni- 
versity. Dr. S. B. Harding of the Department of History, Indiana 
University, is editor and Dr. M. E. Haggerty of the Department 
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of Philosophy is business manager. An article by Judge David D. 
Banta, Dean of the School of Law at the time of his death in 1896, 
•on the "History of Indiana University" is the leading article and 
sets a rapid pace for the contents of following numbers. Judge 
Banta had personally known many of the first students who attended 
the university and it is of these and their life he writes rather than 
the formal acts of Legislatures and trustees. The school life of the 
times is here pictured better than in Hall's Neio Purchase. A por- 
trait of Judge Banta and a map of Indiana in 1818 by Dr. Shockley 
accompany the article. The second article is entitled "Bohemian 
Literary Men in the Alge of Elizabeth" and was written by Prof. 
Frank Aydelotte of the English Department. Prof. Aydelotte takes 
us into these literary workshops and in truth one can hardly say that 
he is tempted to remain. The remainder of theQuarterly is taken 
up with university news, reviews of books and articles written by 
alumni, and news notes of the alumni arranged by classes. We ex- 
pected a good magazine and our high expectations have been more 
than realized in the artistic appearance, the typographical excellence 
and in the subject matter of this first number. Surely no alumnus 
will fail to become a member of the Alumni Association and thus 
become a subscriber to and supporter of the Alumni Quarterly. 

The Iowa Journal of History and Politics for January contains 
as its leading article a study of the Mormon migration across Iowa 
in 1845-6. The trails are laid down on a map and the camps 
marked. Each Mormon party had regard to the next party follow- 
ing and either planted a crop of corn, potatoes and garden truck 
at the camp or harvested one formerly planted so that the oncoming 
pilgrims would find a stock of provisions on hand at each "Camp of 
Israel." The "Miller Thompson Contest" for a seat in Congress is 
the subject of an article in the same number by Louis B. Schmidt of 
Iowa State College. 

The January number of the Missouri hlistorical Review opens 
with an article on "The Value and the Sale of the Missouri Slave," 
by Harrison A. Tresler of the University of Monatna. From tax 
books, reports of auction sales, from newspapers and from court 
records the author has collected sufficient data to show the extent 
of the trade and the range of prices paid for slaves. The study 
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shows that the price of slaves gradually rose from 1820 to 1860. In 
1854 a first class man twenty-three years old sold for $1,440. Boys, 
ten to twelve, brought around $800. The official "block" from which 
slaves were sold in St. Louis was the east door of the court house. 

George Pence, field examiner of the State Board of Accounts, 
has recently discovered the first Thanksgiving Day Proclamation 
ever issued in Indiana. In reality the proclamation called for a 
day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer ; just the opposite of our 
Thanksgiving. The latter is a thanksgiving for the bounties of the 
season. The former is observed to propitiate the overruling power 
so that good crops may be raised. The day of humiliation and 
prayer rightfully comes in the Spring — second Friday of April — • 
while the Thanksgiving day celebration is in the fall when the farm- 
ing season is over and the crops housed. The proclamation in the 
bold clear hand of our first governor is reproduced in fac simile in 
the Indianapolis Nezvs, November 21, 1913. 

The Richmond Palladium during the last part of November and 
the first part of December published the memoir of Henry Hoover. 
Mr. Hoover was one of the early pioneers of Wayne county. His 
diary and memoir is a valuable contribution to the early history of 
Wayne county. 

B. J. Griswold is preparing a series of articles on the History 
of Fort Wayne. These will appear weekly during the year in the 
Fort Wayne Sentinel. They will be illustrated by two hundred pen 
drawings of the famous characters and events of the three hundred 
years covered. The first of these articles appeared Saturday, January 
3. 1914. The first article filled seven columns and contained four 
illustrations and eight maps. These are the rare maps of the early 
explorers and are taken largely from Winsor's Narrative and Critical 
History of America, If the remaining articles maintain the high 
level of the first one Mr. Griswold will have done an excellent piece 
of work. 

In the January History Teachers' Magazine, Waldo L. Cook, of 
the Springfield Republican, discusses "The Press in Its Relation to 
History." His conclusion is that the more history an editor knows 
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the better for his readers. History is not only a warehouse for the 
editor but by its aid he is enabled to satisfy the demands of his 
readers that he know everything. A wide knowledge of history 
he concludes is the best guaranty of a wise policy on the part of 
the editor. In the same number Wilbur F. Gordy discusses the 
value of local history. He finds its chief value in the fact that it 
adjusts the pupils to the society in which they must later find their 
places. 

The North Carolina Booklet, for January, 1914, has an article 
by Major William A. Graham on "New Year's Shooting, an Ancient 
German Custom." It is only a few years since this custom was 
common in 'Indiana. The author attributes its origin to the Ger- 
mans of Pennsylvania and Carolina. The preacher usually ac- 
companied the crowd. It was not, he says, a carousal but a sober 
fraternal greeting. As it was practiced in Indiana, it was a surprise 
to the one "shot" who must then produce the good things to eat. 
In the Carolinas it seems the one visited was called out to hear the 
firing. The writer thinks the custom dates back to Feudal times 
when the tenants thus greeted the lord and enjoyed his good cheer. 

The congregation of the Second Presbyterian church of Indi- 
anapolis celebrated the seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of 
their church November 20, 1913. Among the charter members who 
founded the church November 19, 1838, were Bethuel F. Morris, 
Daniel Yandes, John Ketcham and Catharine Merrill. Henry Ward 
Beecher was their first pastor, serving from 1839 to 1847. A 
bronze tablet bearing the names of the first pastor and those of the 
fifteen charter members was dedicated. An account of the cele- 
bration together with a brief history of the church is given in the 
Indianapolis News, November 21, 1913. 

The State Historical Society of Topeka, Kansas, has the Isaac 
McCoy manuscripts in thirty-eight bound volumes. That society 
has 40,115 books, 41,903 volumes of newspapers, 136,743 pamphlets, 
137,304 archives and 44,628 manuscripts bearing on local history. 
This is quite a contrast to our own State Historical Society, now 
seventy-five years old and without so much as a home. It seems 
about time for us to wake up. 
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Miss Esther U. McNitt has been appointed assistant in the 
deparment of Indiana History and Archives of the State Library. 
She is a graduate of Vassar, majoring in history. After two years 
teaching in the high school she entered Wisconsin and took a 
master's degree. Her home is in Logansport. 

Professor Harlow Lindley, Archivist in the State library, and 
Professor James A. Woodburn of Indiana University, attended the 
annual meeting of the American Historical Association at Charles- 
ton. Professors Harding and Lindley of Indiana were appointed 
on the General Committee of the Association. Professor Wood- 
burn has been a member of the Executive Committee of the same 
for several years. 



